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 1. To facilitate access to EU funds for actors in the EU Outermost 
Regions (ORs) and EU Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs) so as to 
unlock initiatives and potential in the fields of biodiversity conservation 
and the sustainable use of ecosystem services, including 
ecosystem‐based approaches to climate change adaptation and 
mitigation, as a basis for sustainable development.

 2. To increase the capacity of ORs and OCTs actors to access and 
effectively manage EU funds.

 3. To increase the visibility of EU ORs and OCTs as key contributors to 
the achievement of EU and global biodiversity targets and strategies.

Objectives



A wide scope

Promoting conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services in European 

Outermost Regions and European Overseas Countries 
and Territories.

A flexible scheme



*Letting local stakeholders to define their projects according 
to their needs

*Offering a diversity of grants to address the diversity of needs 
& capacities: 

Swift Grants ≤ € 50,000 
Small Grants ≤ € 100,000 
Medium Grants ≤ € 400,000 

*More accessible : No co-funding for swift and small grants
only 5% for Medium Grants

A tailored scheme



Caribbean
51 KBAs + 43 corridors

(>8500 km2) Maraconesia
46 KBAs + 1 corridor

(~5000 km2)

French Guiana
61 KBAs + 11 corridors

+ 2 KBESA (>62,000 km2)

Indian Ocean 
38 KBAs 

(>650,000 km2)

Pacific – 4 OCTs
72 KBAs

(> 840,000 km2)

Polar/Sub-polar 
54 KBAs

(2 million km2)

South Atlantic
45 KBAs + 2 corridors

(6200 km2)

3.5 million km2 KBAs
16 % of EU Overseas area

29% of area

1% of area

<1% of area

<1% of area

39% of area

26% of area

11% of area

71% marine

7 regional ecosystem profiles 
 400 new key biodiversity areas (KBAs)
& ecological corridors identified (3.5 million km2)

Results



Results
7 regional ecosystem profiles 
 400 key biodiversity areas (KBAs) & ecological corridors identified (3.5 

million km2)

7 regional investment strategies
o 450 projects ready‐to‐be funded projects identified 

as investment niches 
o > € 90 million funding 

needs next 5 years



28 projects

7 projects

7 projects

34 projects

7 projects

7 projects

28 projects

+100 projects funded 
+ new to come in 2021!



Awakening vocations : 
more than 120 jobs created

Involving communities and citizens : 
more than  650 volunteers mobilised



Capacity building : 
More than 100 workshops organised

Raising awareness :
More than 500 awareness-raising events

reaching circa 50,000 people



Enhanced conservation measures  : 
More than 475,000 km2 of marine and coastal areas
More than 1400 species benefited from new 

inventories
12 new species discovered

3 new protected areas created

Sustainability& leverage effect :
more than 40 projects continued 

beyond BEST grants
More than 400 collaborations initiated



Lessons learned
Small grants can have an important impact not only locally but as well at 

the EU and international levels. They have a multiplier effect;

Diversity of needs and capacities requires a diversity of approaches 

grants and mechanisms that can play in synergy and complementarity; 

When empowered,  local stakeholders and citizens can make a 

difference: they are key for the EU Biodiversity strategy implementation

Presence on the ground and regional expertise to assess/monitor is key

Capacity-building and Monitoring activities are a must and should not be 

underestimated;

Participative preparation of a pipeline of projects is fundamental;

Make it as simple as possible!



https://www.best2plus.org/

https://www.life4best.org/en/home/

https://www.best2plus.org/
https://www.life4best.org/en/home/
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